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Washington, DC – Today, Congressman Bruce Braley (IA-01) sent a letter to Republican
leaders encouraging a change to their proposed Rules of the House. Congressman Braley
asked them to add a provision that would require Committees to post a Plain Language
section-by-section summary of all bills on their public websites 72 hours before a bill is
considered on the House Floor.

  

"This Plain Language requirement will give Iowans, and all Americans, a better understanding
of what Congress is working on,” said Braley. “Taxpayers have a right to see, in plain,
straightforward language, how the federal government is spending their money and to hold
legislators accountable."

  

Last year, Congressman Braley introduced the Plain Writing Act of 2010 (H.R. 946), which was
signed into law on October 13, 2010 with overwhelming bipartisan support. This law requires
the federal government to write documents, such as tax returns, federal college aid applications,
and Veterans Administration forms in simple easy-to-understand language – making
government more transparent and saving taxpayers millions of dollars.  The bill’s final version
passed the House by a vote of 341-82 and received unanimous support in the Senate. 

  

Examples of Plain Language in Use: Before and After

  

Here are three before-and-after examples of how plain language was applied to federal
documents to make them easier to understand.  For more examples, see http://www.plainlang
uage.gov . 

  

Example #1: Medicare Fraud Letter
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http://www.plainlanguage.gov/examples/before_after/medicarefraudltr.cfm

  

Example #2: FDA drug warning label

  

http://www.plainlanguage.gov/examples/before_after/overctrdrug.pdf

  

Example #3: IRS form

  

Before: http://www.plainlanguage.gov/examples/before_after/CP2000_before.pdf

  

After: http://www.plainlanguage.gov/examples/before_after/CP2000_after.pdf
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